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PEOPLE AND NATURE THRIVE WHEN WE…

SAFEGUARD Intellectual Property

Our intellectual property helps brand us 
and constitutes an important Nature 
United asset. While we may share our 
intellectual property in service of our 
mission, we keep it safe so that we 
protect it and maintain the required 
level of control over all uses of it. 

AT NATURE UNITED WE...
�Know how to identify intellectual property and protect it.

	�Make sure that we have the right to use the intellectual property of others before 
doing so.

	�Ask questions or seek guidance if we have concerns about whether something 
constitutes intellectual property such that we need to take steps to protect it.

© NICK HALL  Erwin Ovando, one of the Valdivian Coastal Reserve park guards, on a routine invasive species assessment, Valdivian Coastal Reserve, Los Rios, Chile. Gorse (Ulex europaeus) is particularly widespread in the park due to its 
remarkable resilience and aggressive life history.

VALUES IN ACTION
TNC’s name and logo are trademarks  
and are valuable, protected property.  
We can only allow others to use our name 
and logo when they are aligned with our 
mission and the use is approved. When 
we partner with others in marketing 
relationships, those partnerships must 
be reviewed and approved to protect our 
brand. We also respect the intellectual 
property of others, and we use the images, 
video, music and brands of others only 
with their permission.

Intellectual property includes a wide 
variety of rights, mostly arising from 
creative ideas, intellectual effort or unique 
applications of technology. 

Some examples include:

• 	�Trademarks, such as TNC’s name
and logo

• 	�Copyrights, such as material
describing scientific data, including
articles and books

• Software

• Trade secrets

• Patents
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Safeguarding TNC’s assets and protecting 
them from theft, waste, misuse or abuse is a 
critical responsibility for all of us. As 
stewards of Nature United, we protect our 
physical assets as well as our technology and 
information systems.  

AT NATURE UNITED WE...
 Take care of all physical property that belongs to Nature United —from 
office space and vehicles owned by the organization to equipment and 
livestock used  in our research and business operations.

 Demonstrate good judgment whenever using TNC’s information 
and technology systems.

 Limit use of both physical property and information and technology 
systems to business purposes.

 Use artificial intelligence (“AI”) tools in accordance with Nature United 
guidance.  This includes using only Nature United-approved AI tools and 
ensuring human review and verification of the output of AI tools.  

© JUSTINE E. HAUSHEER/TNC  The TNC team examines the map of a logging concession in Indonesian borneo. Scientists are trying to sample audio in each of the logging concession’s annual cutting blocks. 
By placing acoustic recorders, the team is hoping to help understand how different types of land uses impact biodiversity here in Borneo..

PEOPLE AND NATURE THRIVE WHEN WE…

PROTECT Nature United’s Assets and Use Information Systems Responsibly

VALUES IN ACTION
How we use our assets says a lot about 
who we are as an organization. At Nature 
United, we use our assets appropriately. 
When we treat what belongs to Nature 
United with integrity and care, we foster 
an ethical culture.  

Here are some actions we all can take 
to protect Nature United assets:

•  Maintain and operate  Nature United 
vehicles and equipment responsibly.

•  Store Nature United equipment and
tools appropriately.

•  Recognize and report suspicious emails 
or activities on our network that may be 
intended to steal from us or cause us 
harm.

•  Avoid visiting websites or downloading 
software not approved by Nature 
United.

• Use strong passwords.

•  Follow instructions from IT to protect 
our systems and data.
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Our Commitment

At Nature United, people and nature thrive when we follow this Code of Conduct and 
commit  to Integrity Beyond Reproach. We hope you will continue to use this Code as a 
resource and seek guidance if you have questions or need more information.

SPEAKING UP 
Remember that speaking up is essential to a culture of integrity, trust and accountability 
and that NU has multiple resources available to you if you want to ask a question or need 
to report a concern about potential misconduct. If you are an employee, you can contact:

• your manager

• another Nature United supervisor

• a member of the People Team

• a member of the Ethics & Compliance team

In addition, employees and external parties may contact the Ethics & Compliance team  to 
submit a question or concern through the Helpline at www.nature.org/tnchelpline  or by 
email at compliance@tnc.org.

THANK YOU for your commitment to Integrity Beyond Reproach, your contributions to 
Nature United's mission and your part in striving for a world where people and nature thrive.

ASK A QUESTION OR 
REPORT A CONCERN
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